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Incorporating Study Skills

in a Basic Mathematics Course
1.  Background

A.
Needs of Mth020, Fundamentals of Arithmetic II, students 

· mastery of Arithmetic topics
· how to be a student

· how to study

· how to budget time
B.
Sabbatical Projects
-    Brenda Marks, Study Skills Instructor, Clackamas CC 
 
Fall, 2009, and Winter and Spring, 2010 



Developed EL085, Study Skills for Math 

· Kathy Chelminiak, Mathematics Instructor, Clackamas CC

 


Fall, 2011, I will work on ways to incorporate Study Skills into 
 


Math020 courses.  The goal is to have every instructor (full-time 
 


and part-time) imbed study skills in their Arithmetic courses.   The 
 


materials will be distributed via Moodle with Brenda providing 
 


voice enhanced Power Point mini-presentations.  

 
C.
Collaboration of the two departments

· Fall, 2010
 
Brenda was a guest speaker for 15 minutes in five of my Mth020
 
classes.  Topics covered were:
 
(1) Memory Skills
 
(2) Cornell Note Taking
 
(3) Preparing for a Test (5-Day Study Plan)
 
(4) Test Taking Skills
 
(5) Test Results
-   Students were engaged during the 10-15 minutes she spoke and
     most of them did the small assignments that she gave.  
-    Brenda was not a Math instructor; she was “one of them.”

· Winter, 2011
Brenda taught EL085, Study Skills for Math, as a co-requisite to one of the Mth020 classes that I taught.  Students attended her class for one-hour once a week, and then came to math class.
-   registration issues (last class to fill) 
-   composition of students (many lacked necessary life skills)
-   attendance at EL085 class (absent, tardiness, lack of attention)


D.
Surveys 

 

-      Fall, 2010
 


An Exit Survey was given the last week of the course.



Survey results are included at the end of this packet. 


-      Winter, 2011 
 


An Entrance Survey was given at the beginning of the 
 


course as well as an Exit Survey at the end of the course.
 


Survey results are included at the end of this packet.

  


E.
Results



-     Fall, 2010

 


Students were extremely responsive to Brenda being in the 
 


classroom as a guest speaker.  She became their ally – she would
 


joke with them about her math skills, but yet she told them that 
 


it was their job to learn the material.

· Winter, 2011
 
- last class to fill brought a unique set of students
 
- The mean and median from the tests for the two Mth020 courses 
 
   I taught were about the same. however, based on the replies to 
 
   the Exit Survey, it is plausible that the students in the 
 
   co-requisite class may have gotten lower test scores if they had 
 
   not had the study skills.


· Spring, 2011
 
  A math instructor from the Adult Basic Ed Department is  
 
  teaching the Mth020 course that has Mth085 as a co-requisite.  
 
  The composition of the class is much the same as Winter, 2011.
2.  Future
 
A.        Fall, 2011




It has been decided that it is best to imbed the study skills into the 
 


math courses rather than teach the two courses as co-requisites.  
 


The embedding will be done during fall term on my sabbatical.

B.
Winter, 2012

      The first embedded classes will be offered.  


C.
Spring, 2012
  


All Mth020 instructors will be given instruction as to how to 
 


imbed study skills in their Mth020 courses. 

Input from other Community Colleges is welcome!

