
Test Taking Skills for Math
Most math tests are recall tests where you have problems to solve, so this information is targeted to recall-type questions. The following information also assumes that you have studied (using the five day plan or another method).

When you first get the test-

· Write down any formulas or important information that you need to remember.

· Carefully read all of the directions

· Look through the whole test to see how many problems you have so you can budget your time.

· Decide where to start.

· On the first question and work through in order – often test questions are presented in the order you learned them in class 

· On the questions you are most confident with

· On the questions worth the most number of points

· Pay close attention to direction words in the question.

While answering questions-

· Read each question until you understand it. 

· If you are stumped, see if other questions can give you clues. Sometimes looking at other information will help you remember.

· Think about the pattern of the problem. What kinds of similar problems have you done in class or for homework?

· Be sure to spend enough time on “easy” problems to avoid making careless mistakes.

· In general, avoid changing your answers once you have completed a problem. If you really know that your answer is wrong, then change it. 

· If you are using scratch paper, be sure to correctly copy your work to your test.

· Keep an eye on the time and don’t spend too much time on any one question.

· Verify your answer. Make sure your answer is reasonable.

When you are finished with your work-

· Go back to any question that you left unanswered. 

· Check your answers if you have time. Spend time checking the easy answers, too, because students often rush through the easy questions and make careless mistakes.

· Think about what you studied and what was on the test. Is it what you expected? What could you have done differently to be better prepared for the test?
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