
Test Results for Math
When you get a test back, sometimes it’s easy to just look at your grade and file the papers in your notebook. However, a test has very important information for you. Whether you did really well or really poorly, you can benefit from analyzing your answers. Think about these things:

· How well did you think you were going to do on the test before, during and after you took it? How does that compare with your graded results?

· One of the keys to becoming a better student is to know when you know something. Maybe you assumed that you knew the material before the test or were overly confident when you were taking the test. Or, maybe you assumed the worst and surprised yourself with a better grade than you anticipated. Effective students develop self-awareness so that they can match their assumptions with real outcomes.

· This is a time to honestly evaluate if you studied enough for the test. Did you know enough to do well? What additional actions could you have taken to be prepared for the test?

· Also consider if you did well during the test. What factors helped or hindered you? 

· Were you well rested?

· Were you too emotional?

· Was your mind focused on the test or on other things?


· Carefully look at the types of questions that were on the test.

· Were any questions straight from homework assignments?

· Were any questions very similar or the same as examples discussed in class?

· Teachers tend to give the same kinds of questions in future tests, so if you can see where the questions came from, it gives you a clue about future test questions.


· When you take a test, you are working under pressure and using several skills – remembering, problem solving, stress management, etc. Think about which skills you have mastered and which skills you need help with.


· Evaluate what knowledge you need to develop. If you missed a question because you don’t know how to solve it, you’ve got a problem. Math is a subject that builds on each skill, so if you really don’t know how to solve a problem, then get help immediately.


· In general, teachers do not expect you to be perfect, but they do expect you to put a lot of effort into being a student. Many teachers will work very hard right along side you, but they cannot do the work for you. Be sure to ask when you have questions – don’t assume that teachers know when you are confused. Be persistent. Many people need repetition before they understand math concepts. 
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